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Basic Elementary Literacy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Intermediate Literacy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Phonological Awareness 
 Decoding (phonics) + Encoding (spelling) 
 Vocabulary (academic + domain specific) 
 Fluency (accuracy + automaticity + access meaning) 
 Comprehension (literary & informational) 
 Stamina (productive struggle) 
 Connect Reading to Writing 

 Vocabulary (academic & domain specific) 
• Morphology (smallest unit of meaning) 

Latin roots   
Greek combining form 

• Background knowledge 
Linking concepts  

 Comprehension of complex text 
Syntax/ Grammatical Structure 

Link ideas across text 
Summarize 

 Continue to build a stamina 
 Connect Reading to Writing 

Fundamental of Literacy Instruction & Assessment Prek-6 

Hougen & Smartt - 2012  

Does Discipline Literacy have a place in Elementary School? 

Reading Teacher, Shanahan & Shanahan - 2014  
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Features of Effective Reading Instruction 

 

Explicit Explicit instruction with modeling 

 

Systematic Systematic instruction with scaffolding 

 

Practice Multiple opportunities for students to respond and practice 

 

Assessment Ongoing assessment (progress monitoring) 

 

Feedback Immediate corrective feedback 

 

 

Subtypes of Reading Disability 

 

 

Vaughn Gross Center for Reading and Language Arts, 2007 
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MTSS - http://www.azed.gov/mtss/   

  

 

ARS 15-704 

 

 

 

 

  

 …requires LEAs and schools to implement a comprehensive K-3 assessment 
system, a research based reading curriculum, explicit instruction and 
intensive intervention to students reading below grade level. 

 Intensive intervention is provided….until the pupil meets these standards. 

http://www.azed.gov/mtss/
http://www.azed.gov/mtss/
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ACCS – Foundational Skills  

Phonological Awareness 

Phonemic Awareness

 

 

Phonological Awareness 
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Alphabetic Principal  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Strengths Weaknesses 

Assessment Data we have Assessment Data We Need 

blends digraphs trigraphs 

cl 
spr 
thr 

ch 
th 
sh 

tch 

40+ 
sounds 

26 letters 

letter groups 

11   2+ sounds     

a, e, i, o, u, c, g,   

 n, s, x, y 

15 one-to-one 
sounds  b, l, 
m, t... 
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Alphabetic Principal 

 

Syllable Types 

Strengths Weaknesses 

Assessment Data we have Assessment Data We Need 
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Decoding and Spelling 

  

 

 

K., Marcia. Unlocking Literacy: Effective Decoding & Spelling Instruction. 2nd. 

Baltimore, MD: Paul H Brookes Publishing, 2010. Print.  
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Phonics and Spelling 

 

 

 

Strengths Weaknesses 

Assessment Data we have Assessment Data We Need 

Morphology 
www.cdl.org 
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Multisyllabic Word 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Morphology 

Strengths Weaknesses 

Assessment Data we have Assessment Data We Need 

Using Structural Analysis 

 
 H –   highlight the prefix   

  and/or suffix parts 
  I –   identify the sounds in  

  the base/root word 
 N –  name the base/root word 
 T –   tie the parts together 
 S –   say the word 

(adapted from Archer, Gleason & 
Vaughn, 2000) 

 
 
exportable 
 

unlikely 
 

disagreement 
 

unexpectedly 
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Fluency 

 

 

 

 

 
Fluency 

Decodable Text  Read Alouds Leveled Text 

Strengths Weaknesses 

Assessment Data we have Assessment Data We Need 

…”reading at an appropriate rate, with accuracy and prosody.” 

Hasbrouck and Hougen 

Accuracy: reading words correctly 

Automaticity: reading words and connect with ideas without a pause 

Access: the meaning of what you are reading 

Data Driven Instructional Needs 
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Understanding the Text 

 

 

Three Types of Vocabulary Words 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Common words – includes the most basic words 
 

2. Academic words – words that students see and use often across domains 
and content 

 
3. Content specific – rarely seen or used, taught just for instruction during 

the lesson/unit 
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The Four Ply Vocabulary Plan 

 

      

Vocabulary 

Provide purposeful exposure to 
new words 

Intentionally teach word meaning 

Teaching word learning 
strategies 

Offer Opportunities to use newly 
learned words 

Essential 
components should 

include: 

Strengths Weaknesses 

Assessment Data we have Assessment Data We Need 

Michael Graves: 
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Organizational Patterns  
(Marzano et al., 1997) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comprehension Instruction 

Strengths Weaknesses 

Assessment Data we have Assessment Data We Need 

These apply to the informational reading and writing processes. 

1. Compare and contrast * 

2. Descriptive patterns * 

3. Episode pattern 

4. Process/ Cause-Effect * 

5. Time Sequence pattern * 

6. Concept pattern  

7. Generalization/principle pattern 
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Informational Text Structure 

Templates 

October 2012 
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Problem and Solution 
Pages 1 through 7 have been adapted from materials posted on the Literacy 
Leader website, http://www.literacyleader.com 

Purpose: to state one or more problems and provide one or more solutions to 
the problem. 

Signal Words and Phrases 

advantage disadvantage question 

answer in order to since 

as a result of issue so that 

because led to solution 

cause problem solved 

dilemma puzzle  

Comprehension Question Frames 

What is the problem? 

Who has the problem? 

Why is it a problem? 

What is causing the problem? 

What solutions have been suggested or tried? 

What are the pros and cons of various solutions?  

Which solutions worked or seem to have the best chance for solving the problem? 
 

Graphic Organizers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Problem 

Problem 

Problem 

Solution Problem 

Solution 

Solution 

Solution 
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Description 

Purpose: to explain a topic, concept, person, place, event or object, by 
providing characteristics, features and/or giving examples. 

Signal Words and Phrases 

descriptive words (e.g., color, shape, size) 

position words (e.g., above, along, beside, between, in front of, near) 

appears to be   for example made up of 

characteristics for instance most important 

consists of   in fact specifically 

features looks like such as 

Comprehension Question Frames 

1. What is the subject being described? 

How is the topic being described (i.e., where it is, what it does, how it works, what it looks like, 
its classification)? 

What are the most important attributes or characteristics? 
 

Graphic Organizers 
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Compare and Contrast 

Purpose: to describe what is similar and/or different about two or more 
subjects. 

Signal Words and Phrases 

alike  but in comparison same as 

also compared to in contrast similar to 

although despite instead of  similarity 

as  different from just too 

as opposed to either-or on the contrary unlike 

as well as however on the other hand yet 

both in common opposite  

Comprehension Question Frames 

2. What subjects are being compared? 

What is it about them that is being compared? 

What characteristics of the subjects form the basis of the comparison? 

What characteristics do they have in common? How are they alike? 

In what ways are they different? 
 

Graphic Organizers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 

Alike Different 
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Chronology/Sequence 

Purpose: to provide information in time order or the order in which events, 
actions, or steps in a process occur. 

Signal Words and Phrases 

after finally later soon 

as soon as first/second/third meanwhile step 

at the same time following next then 

before immediately now today 

directions initially prior to until 

during last simultaneously when 

Comprehension Question Frames 

3. What sequence of events is being described? 

What are the major events or incidents that occur? 

What happens first, next, last? 

How is the sequence or cycle revealed in the text? 

What are the steps, directions, procedures to follow to make or do something? 
 

Graphic Organizers 

 

4.       
 

5.       
 

6.       
 

7.       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Step 1 

Step 2 

Step 3 

Step 4 
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Cause and Effect 

Purpose:  to explain why or how something happened/happens 

Effect = what happened  Cause = why it happened 

Signal Words and Phrases 

as a result if . . .  then outcome 

because impact reasons for 

consequently in order to since 

due to influenced by so that 

effects of is caused by therefore 

for this reason leads to thus 

how on account of when...then 

Comprehension Question Frames 

8. What were the specific events that happened? 

Why did the events happen? What were the causes? 

What were the results or outcomes of these events happening? What was the effect? 

Did prior events cause or influence the main event? If so, in what ways? 

What is the significance of the event and/or the results (outcomes)? 
 

Graphic Organizers 

 

 

 

 

 

Event 

Cause 

Cause 

Cause 

Effect 

Effect 

Effect 

Cause 

Effect 

Effect 

Effect 
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Do You Have a Systematic Literacy Program? 

Strengths Weaknesses 

Next Steps: 
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Teaching Reading Effectively 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Language Essentials for Teachers of Reading and Spelling     

Who Should Attend:  Teachers K-3, Special Education teachers K-12 implementing 
school and district literacy plans, reading coaches  
Teaching Reading Effectively Course is strongly aligned to the AZ Common Core 
Standards - ELA: Foundational Skills (K-5), Reading Standards for Literature and 
Informational Text (K-5), Language Standards (K- 5) and the Move on When 
Reading Legislation.  The content includes current research and evidence based 
practices that are necessary for the development of the technical reading skills, 
along with academic vocabulary and deep comprehension/writing. While the training 
is designed for K-5 instruction, it provides excellent information for Pre-K-3 Teachers 
and Special Education Teachers K-12 implementing school and district literacy plans 
to develop proficient readers, competent writers and critical thinkers.  
 Units to include: 

• Learning to Read and Spell: A National Problem  
• Basic Principals of Reading Assessment 
• The Structure of Language 
• Graphophonemic Awareness 
• Teaching Word Identification and Spelling Fluency 
• Vocabulary 
• Comprehension 

LETRS is an intensive professional development opportunity that increases teacher 
knowledge of literacy.  Participants are provided with comprehensive and practical 
knowledge of how children learn to read, write, and spell. Teachers and administrators can 
use this knowledge to improve instruction and implement evidence-based literacy 
interventions.  

What is LETRS? 

LETRS complements and supports the implementation of programs aligned with reading 
research.  

Participants will learn:  
 How children learn to read and why some have difficulty 
 What must be taught during reading and spelling lessons and how to effectively teach 

reading and spelling 
 Why all components of reading instruction are necessary and how they are related 
 How to interpret individual differences in student achievement 
 How to explain the form and structure of the English language 


